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Mayors Message
It has been a busy few months for Council and Councillors as
we work to ensure that developments in the area happen in a
strategic and integrated manner. COVID-19 has meant some
unprecedented challenges and indeed opportunities. We are
well placed to support the community and continue to deliver
infrastructure and services making sure Litchfield remains the
best place to live in the Top End.
Thank you to all who participated in the

In 2020-21 we will be continuing to advocate

Recently we invited you to have your say

‘Get Active in Litchfield
program’. This program not only

on behalf of the community to ensure that

on the

reinvigorated

our

recreation

reserve

our local infrastructure keeps pace with
need.

Improvements to Fred’s
Pass Sport and Recreation
showcase local business.
Reserve, increasing
We are excited to launch the business
community library
boosting voucher scheme, services, the development
myLitchfield. The scheme provides discounts
of a Community and
to the community to incentivise spending
Business Hub as well
at local businesses. It’s great to see how
many local businesses have registered
water security planning
and are ready to accept vouchers and the
will be the focus over the
large number of customers taking up the
coming year.
opportunity. This is an extension of the
spaces but it has contributed to community
well-being and provided opportunities to

very successful myDarwin program and is a
partnership with the NT Government.
Powerful and effective advocacy is critical
to growing our community and it has been

$21
million Mango Industry
Strategic Roads project
has finally started. Construction
very pleasing indeed to see that the

Litchfield
Council Art Exhibition is well
Planning for the third Annual

underway and Council is calling for artists
to register interest and to begin to get their
entries ready. We are keen to have an even
larger number of entries registered for 2021
than in the past two years. This is an excellent
opportunity for the many Litchfield artists to
share their work, in their community and for

is underway with work commencing on

the community to celebrate the immense

Mocatto, Horsnell and Chibnall Roads. These

array of local talent we have in the area. The

sections of roads that are being sealed are

exhibition will be held in March, 2021.

expected to be completed by January 2021.

future development
of the Litchfield Sport,
Recreation and Open
Space Strategy. This is an exciting

project and thanks to the many residents and
groups who have contributed so far. A draft
Strategy will be developed and available
for public comment in late November early
December. Keep an eye out on Council’s
Facebook page, or better still, register on
Your Say Litchfield to be kept up to date.

Celebrating Australia Day
is an important day in the Litchfield calendar
of events, and I am pleased to be able to
let you know that celebrations for 2021
are in full planning with some COVID-19
modifications.

We will officially welcome

new Australian Citizens to Litchfield and
also acknowledge the amazing work of
community members through the Litchfield
Council Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of
the Year and Community Event of the Year.

As this is the last Newsletter for
2020, I will take the opportunity
to wish everyone a Merry and
safe Christmas hopefully sharing
with friends and family. May 2021
be a good one for all.

Councillors Corner
Central Ward

Australia Day 2021

Christine Simpson - Deputy Mayor
0417 805 302
christine.simpson@litchfield.nt.gov.au

On January 26, 2021, Council will be
holding our ever-popular Australia Day
event at Lakeview Hall at Freds Pass
Sport and Recreation Reserve.
The Australia Day is not only an important event
where we recognise some great people and groups in
our community, but it is great family fun day.
The day includes a fun run (or walk) for all different
ages and levels, free breakfast as well as children’s
entertainment.
On this day we celebrate our great community and
introduce the new Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen
of the Year and Community Event of the Year.
Keep an eye on Council’s Facebook page for more
information about the Australia Day event closer to
the date.

Mango Roads-Update
Works to upgrade three key sections of ‘Mango Roads’
in the Litchfield mango growing region has commenced.

The

jointly

funded

the

Australian

project

by

A tender for the upgrade of Kentish

Government,

NT

Road between Hopewell Road and

Government and Litchfield Council is

the end of the current seal (3.2km)

delivering essential upgrades in this

will be released in the 2020-21 wet

round to:

season to be constructed in the

• Chibnall Road between Old
Bynoe and Leonino Road
(5.4km)
• Mocatto Road between
Whitstone and Acacia Gap
Road (3.2km)
• Horsnell Road between
Elizabeth Valley Road and
Alverly Road (3.4km)

2021 dry season.
Sealing of these roads will improve
access and connectivity between
mango farms, packing sheds and
export markets as well as improving
road safety for contractors, workers
and residents.
The

NT

Government
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and

its

contractor will work with local

Works to upgrade the first three roads

residents and businesses to maintain

is due for completion in January 2021.

access during construction.

South Ward
Doug Barden
0429 875 390
doug.barden@litchfield.nt.gov.au

Councillors Corner
NORTH Ward

Community Grants
Did you know that when you recycle your containers
with the 10c logo on them at any of our three Waste
Transfer Stations, Berry Springs, Humpty Doo or
Howard Springs, the money generated goes back to
community groups that are successful in applying for
our community grants scheme?
This is also the case when you recycle your car batteries at the three venues.
Last year, Litchfield Council handed community groups, organisations and
individuals $30,268 from the community’s recycling efforts.
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Mathew Salter
0408 093 838
mathew.salter@litchfield.nt.gov.au

These grants include:
• Community Initiative Grants - quick response grants
up to $500 for not for profit and community groups for
small projects or events.
• Youth Development Grants – quick response grants up
to $500 to support the significant costs associated with
travelling for sport and recreation competitions as well
as other development opportunities for young people.

The Annual Community Grants, which awards successful applicants up to

Visit Council’s website under Community Grants, it has all the

$5,000 has now closed, but Council has community grants available all year

details including the eligibility guidelines and application forms.

round or until the funding is exhausted.

COMMUNITY

GRANTS

HELPING

WE’RE

YOU

2021 Art Exhibition

TO

ACHIEVE

EAST Ward
Kirsty Sayers-Hunt
0418 956 791
kirsty.sayers-hunt@litchfield.nt.gov.au

Save the Date! The Litchfield Council Annual Art Exhibition will be held over
the weekend of 6 & 7 March 2021 at Howard Park Recreation Reserve in
Howard Springs.
The theme for the 2021 exhibition is ‘water’ – we are surrounded by
such beautiful bodies of water in the Litchfield region: places where
we unwind, play and reconnect with family, friends and nature.
Following on from a very successful exhibition this year, which
saw 60 pieces of art from 40 local artists displayed over the
weekend and viewed by approximately 160 people.
Registrations are now open to enter the 2021 Art Exhibition
and don’t close until February 2021. There is a $15 registration
fee which includes exhibition of up to two pieces, invitation and
complimentary drink on opening night, Friday 5 March 2021.
The 2021 art exhibition will again work with Darwin Community
Arts to deliver another successful event. Check out the upcoming
2020 winner

events page on Council’s website for more details.

This year we have even
more prize categories:
Mayors
Prize
Youth Prize
(under 18)
Textile
Three
Dimensional
Visual Arts
(including
photography)

$500
$300
$500
$500
$500
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Litchfield Council has been provided
with the opportunity to release
a program that was developed to
stimulate local economic growth.
This initiative encourages spending
with local businesses by providing
daily discounts, subsidised through
Council and the Northern Territory
Government.
myLitchfield is an easy to use web
application. Once registered, each
day customers receive $40 worth

of vouchers of various amounts that
can be used at any participating
businesses within the Litchfield
municipality.
The creation of myLitchfield was to
stimulate and increase spending
across the Litchfield municipality
during the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
The program was expanded from
the very successful myDarwin and
has also been taken up by City of
Palmerston.

The myLitchfield program is
divided into three rounds:

* Round 1 $40,000
* Round 2 $70,000
* Round 3 $70,000
For more information check
out the myLitchfield website
mylitchfield.nt.gov.au.
Encourage your local businesses
to sign up and be a part of this
great program.

From September, until the end of
the program, businesses will be able
to register via the website. Once
approved, as there are some terms
and conditions, the business will
appear in the list of participating
businesses. Businesses can sign
up at anytime during the program.
Customers can sign up at anytime
also, and once registered will
instantly be able to see and use their
vouchers at participating businesses.
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Works Update
Shared Path Program

Girraween and Hillier Road Black Spot Project

Thanks to the Northern Territory Government for providing

The Black Spot funded upgrade works to the intersection at

Council with the SCALE (Special Community Assistance and Local

Girraween and Hillier Works, including the addition of a turning lane

Employment) funding of approximately $100,000 to close gaps in the

are now complete.

shared pathway networks.
The Shared Path Program included closing gaps on Challoner Circuit

Power Road Black Spot Project

which is now complete and open for use with improved movements

Council has been successful in receiving Black Spot funding for road

now possible from Humpty Doo Primary School area to the shops and

safety upgrades on Power Road along the floodway area. Upgrade

adjoining footpath network.

works will include, road widening, surface rehabilitation and guard

Further projects are being conducted in Howard Springs with stage 1

rail installation.

of the Smyth road connection to Whitewood road now complete and

The funding from the Australian Government’s Black Spot Program is

the stage 2 connection to begin shortly with completion expected by

valued at $463,000.

early December.

The project is in the planning

This will provide improved access

phase

and enhanced pedestrian safety

currently being undertaken. It

from the school to the shops

is anticipated that construction

and improved safety around the

will commence in the 2021

pedestrian crossing on Smyth

dry season following a tender

Road.

process that will be released

with

detailed

design

early 2021.

Reseal Program

Video / Laser
Road Condition
Assessment Survey

The 2020/21 Reseal
Program is set to
commence end of
October 2020 and
is estimated to cost

to

approximately $945,000.

Council

has

conduct

a

engaged
surface

ARRB

condition

assessment of the sealed road network
of approximately 620 kilometres of urban

Roads identified for reseal include; Lagoon,
Shewring, Durian, Belgrave and Edwin Roads, Ganley, Whistler,

and rural roads. The roads will be videoed,

Ninnis and Dougal Courts and sections of Doxas, Blyth, Middle Arm

capturing valuable data on the condition of the roads including,

and Southport Roads.

roughness, texture, cracking and incorporating the kerb.
This project will allow Council to update the Road Asset Management
Plan to reflect the current road conditions and will assist in prioritising

Freds Pass Sport and Recreation Reserve Main
Arena Lighting Upgrade

road maintenance, repairs and upgrade programs.

The Freds Pass Sport and Recreation Reserve $2 million funding

the end of this year.

program is continuing with upgrades to the main equestrian arena

Traffic will not be affected as the vehicles and equipment used are

about to commence.

able to capture data continuously while travelling at normal speed.

Tenders have been called in October, which includes replacing the
existing light fittings, various switchboards and control equipment.
This project is scheduled to commence in early November and be
completed by the end of the year.

Girraween and Hillier Road Intersection

The surveying commenced in October 2020 and will be complete by
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Litchfield Women in Business Network
2020 Litchfield Business Week
The Litchfield Women in Business
Network formed in 2017, holds three
successful networking events every year.
Each event attracts approximately 40 Litchfield local
business owners and has a distribution list of over 150
members.
During the week of 19-23 October, the Network
promoted local participating businesses in the 2020
Litchfield Business Week. Local businesses participated
with either sales, discounts or value-add opportunities
to attract money-conscious shoppers.

Keep an eye out on the upcoming events page on Council’s website for the next

Litchfield Women in Business would like to thank the

Litchfield Women in Business Network event, and in the meantime, call in to

participating businesses for making this year’s business

our monthly morning teas held on the first Tuesday of every month at Café

week a success once again.

Bellisimo from 8.30am.

Staff Profile
Working for the Community

Leon Kruger - Director Infrastructure and Operations
Favourite Food:

Absolutely seafood, followed closely by lamb
knuckles and self-cooked spareribs

Favourite Superhero:

Hands down Homer Simpson

Hobbies:

Sport

Cats or Dogs:

Cats

Beach or Bush:

Ok, if I have to pick, beach

Coffee or Tea:

Coffee

Best or most unique
place you have visited:

Mozambique soon after the civil war ended - eerie
feeling, pristine environment with great people

What do you like the
most about Litchfield:

What attracted me to move to Litchfield? Location, location, location!

Community News

We want
to hear
from you!
Have you got
something
to share
with the
community?

Sen d yo ur
articles an d
photofiseldt.nt.ogov.au
litch

newsletter@

Let’s tell the
community what you
have been doing.

email:
newsletter@litchfield.nt.gov.
au

to have your news and
photos in the newsletter
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Playground Update
ay
S
r
ou

Works have commenced on the new playground at Livingstone
Recreation Reserve, with works commencing early November on the
new playground at Humpty Doo Village Green. Both playgrounds are
expected to be ready to play on by the end of 2020.
Both playgrounds were designed and chosen by

Livingstone Recreation Reserve was

the community through a voting process on the

given a funding grant for $70,000

Your Say Litchfield site. It was great to see the

that will see a whole new playground

amount of interest and ideas come through and

installed.

we hope that the community will value the play

between two playground designs that

equipment chosen.

were most suitable for this play area.

Humpty Doo Village Green playground upgrades

The

follow on from equipment that was removed due

Government’s

to a safety audit and the new equipment can now

Assistance and Local Employment

be installed through an $80,000 NT Government

Program.

The

SCALE

community

funding
Special

is

Y

Register on Your
Say Litchfield
to be kept up to
date on projects,
have your say on
important matters
in the community
and have this
newsletter emailed
directly to you.

chose

the

eld
Litchfi

NT

Community

SCALE funding grant.

We want to hear
from you!
yoursay.litchfield.nt.gov.au

There are numerous ways you are able to contact Council or
keep up to date with Council projects, events and activities
that are taking place.
Visit the Council website: www.litchfield.nt.gov.au
Follow our Facebook page www.facebook.com/litchfield.council
Email us: council@litchfield.nt.gov.au
Call us: 8983 0600
Visit us: 7 Bees Creek Road, Freds Pass

