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Present Rachael Wright Mayor (Chair)
Emma Sharp Councillor South Ward
Kris Civitarese Councillor South Ward
Daisy Crawford Councillor North Ward
Online Plaxy Purich Councillor North Ward
Apology Kevin Harlan Councillor Central Ward
Pauline Cass Councillor Central Ward
Staff Stephen Hoyne Chief Executive Officer
Geoff Thomas Director Infrastructure and Operations
Ankit Pansal Acting Director Corporate Services
Rebecca Taylor Acting Director Governance and Community
Deb Boyko Executive Assistant to Mayor and CEO
Natasha Clancy Executive Assistant to Directors
Public Gallery As per Attendance Register
Streamed Online via YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSy2T5m4ArM
1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF

3.1

3.2

THE LAND

On behalf of Council, the Mayor acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which they meet. The Mayor also conveyed Council’s respect to the Elders past, present and
future for their continuing custodianship of the land and the children of the land across
generations.

OPENING OF MEETING

The Mayor opened the meeting at 6:00pm.

The Mayor advised that an audio and visual recording of the meeting was live streamed to
Council’s online platform and will remain online for public viewing in accordance with
Council’s Recording of Council Meetings Policy. By attending the meeting, those present
agreed to comply by Council’s Recording of Council Meetings Policy. It is noted that there
were technical difficulties with the visual component of the recording and the meeting
proceeded with Audio only. '

ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF
ABSENCE

Electronic Attendance

Cr Plaxy Purich

Apologies

Cr Pauline Cass
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3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

Leave of Absence previously granted

Cr Kevin Harlan

Leave of Absence Request
Nil

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

The Mayor advised that any member of Council who may have a conflict of interest, or a
possible conflict of interest regarding any item of business to be discussed at a Council
meeting or a Committee meeting should declare the conflict of interest to enable Council to
manage the conflict in accordance with its obligations under the Local Government Act and
its policies regarding the same.

Elected Members

Cr Sharp advised she personnaly knows one of the Litchfield Women’s Collective, and will
step out of the meeting if necessary.

Staff
Nil

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

General questions submitted by Mr Dave Evans Ordinary Council Meeting Monday 18" May
2026 have been responded to by email.

Why does it take so long for the “UNCONFIRMED Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes” to be
posted on the Litchfield Council website?

The 20 April Minutes took 22 days. Previous minutes have taken a similar time.

Draft minutes are provided as soon as practicable after meetings. The period is subject to
administrative staff availability.

Other than the Litchfield Council website, where has the draft Municipal Plan 2026-2027
been advertised, as being available for public consideration as public submissions close on
the 25 May 20267

Newspaper, Community Notice Boards, Stand at the Litchfield Rural Show and Social
Media.

The Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda is meant to be posted a minimum of three business
days prior to the meeting. Why is this not happening?

Agenda are normally posted on the Thursday preceding the OCM.

12.1 Mayors Monthly Report Page 34
It was mentioned at the last meeting about more detail being provided in the report. This does
not appear to have occurred?

The current Mayor’s report format is consistent with previous Council Mayoral reports.

Why is the defects liability period for contractors for roads constructed within the Shire generally
only 12 months? One wet season.

The defects duration has been determined by a cost benefit assessment of alternative defect
periods.
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14.1.6 Proposed Fees and Charges 2026-2027

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents to Council, for consideration to adopt, the proposed Fees and Charges
schedules for Litchfield Council and Thorak Regional Cemetery for the financial year
2026/2027.

RESOLUTION OCM/26/103
Moved: Cr Plaxy Purich
Seconded: Cr Daisy Crawford
THAT Council:

1. adopt the Litchfield Council Fees and Charges for 2026/2027 as at Attachment A to
this report;

2. adopt the Thorak Regional Cemetery Fees and Charges for 2026/2027 as at
Attachment B to this report; and

3. approve the CEO to make minor editorial changes.

CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 48:54

14.1.7 Community Services and Development Monthly Report - May

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report provides Council with a monthly review of the Community Services and
Development areas including key achievements, highlights, and progress.

RESOLUTION OCM/26/104
Moved: Deputy Mayor Kris Civitarese
Seconded: Cr Emma Sharp

1. That Council note the Community Services and Development Monthly Report for May
2026.

CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 51:58

Page 11



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 15 June 2026

14.1.8 Risk Management Audit Committee Open Minutes - 28 May 2026

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents to Council the unconfirmed minutes of the Risk Management Audit Committee
(RMAC).

RESOLUTION OCM/26/105
Moved: Deputy Mayor Kris Civitarese
Seconded: Cr Plaxy Purich

1 That Council receive and note the Risk Management Audit Committee unconfirmed open
minutes from 28 May 2026 meeting, as at Attachment 1.

CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 55:09

14.1.9 Execution of Agreement - Fines Recovery Unit Services Agreement

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Department of Corporate and Digital Development's Fines Recovery Unit (FRU) has undertaken a
review and update of its standard Services Agreement with enforcement agencies across the Northern
Territory.

The revised Agreement has been refreshed to improve clarity, consistency and governance
arrangements. The Fines Recovery Unit has advised that the update does not alter the intent of the
Agreement, existing roles and responsibilities, or the current operational processes between the
parties.

As the Agreement requires execution under Council's Common Seal, Council approval is required.

RESOLUTION OCM/26/106
Moved: Cr Daisy Crawford
Seconded: Cr Plaxy Purich
That Council

15 Receive and note the Services Agreement between the Northern Territory of Australia,
represented by the Department of Corporate and Digital Development through the Fines
Recovery Unit, and Litchfield Council; and

2. Authorises the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to affix the Common Seal of Council and
execute all associated documentation required to give effect to the Agreement.

CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 56:02
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14.1.10 Territory Day 2026 - Berry Springs

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report seeks Council’s support for the Territory Day 2026 event held at Berry Springs Recreation
Reserve.

RESOLUTION OCM/26/107
Moved: Cr Daisy Crawford
Seconded: Deputy Mayor Kris Civitarese
That Council:
1. receive and note the information in this report;

2. authorise the provision of one-time funding to Berry Springs Recreation Reserve, with the
amount of $13,000, to contribute towards covering a portion of the cost of the Territory Day
Event.

3. endorse the utilisation of funds from operational funding within the current 2025-2026
financial year for this purpose.

4. paymentto be made on provision of receipts and invoices to support purchase.

CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 57:11

14.2 Executive and Community Development
14.2.1 Sponsorship Request - Litchfield Women's Collective

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Council’s sponsorship program provides year-round financial or in-kind support for community
organisations and commercial entities with initiatives that align with strategic priorities and deliver
clear community or economic benefits.

The purpose of this report is to seek approval of a Council Sponsorship for Litchfield Women’s
Collective for their inaugural Women’s Networking event.

RESOLUTION OCM/26/108

Moved: Deputy Mayor Kris Civitarese
Seconded: Cr Plaxy Purich

That Council:

1. authorise the provision of one-time funding to Litchfield Women’s Collective, with the amount
decided by council, to contribute towards covering a portion of the cost of their event; and

2. endorse the utilisation of funds from the Sponsorship budget within the current 2025-2026

financial year for this purpose. CARRIED 5/0
Youtube recording time: 1:01:34
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