
MINUTES OF THE LITCHFIELD COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 JUNE 2OI6

AT COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BEES CREEK ROAD, FREDS PASS

Present

Staff

Public

LetchimiWright
Kirsty Hunt
Doug Barden
Christine Osborn

Kaylene Conrick
Stuart Totham
Wendy Smith
Karina Gates
Peter Reeve
Rachelle Dunk

Mark Lowe
Lyle Hebb
Mary Walshe
Greg Chapman
Diana Rickard
Kylie Taylor
Julie Craighead
Rick Maddox
Gail Maddox
Tony Hardwick
Kathryn Ezzy
Arthur Pickworth

Councillor North Ward
Councillor East Ward
Councillor South Ward
Councillor Central Ward

Chief Executive Officer
Director of Corporate & Community Services
Planning Manager
Finance Manager
Acting Director Operations
Acting Executive Assistant

Howard Springs
Acacia Hills

Tumbling Waters
Tumbling Waters
Humpty Doo
Acacia Hills
Bees Creek
Bees Creek
Humpty Doo
Humpty Doo
Humpty Doo

1 OPENING OF MEETING

Cr Hunt assumed the Chair in the absence of Mayor Bredhauer.

The Chair opened the Meeting at 6.00pm welcoming members of the public.

Audio Disclaimer
An audio recording of this meeting is being made for minute taking purposes as
authorised by the Chief Executive Officer.

Acknowledgement
The Chair acknowledged that the meeting was held on the country of the traditional
owners and paid her respects to the Elders past and present for their continuing
custodianship of the land and the children of this land across generations.
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2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 Acceptance of Apologies and Leave of Absence

Mayor Bredhauer was registered as an apology due to illness.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

3.1 THAT the Minutes of the Council Meeting held Wednesday 18 May 2016, 13
pages as circulated are confirmed.

Moved: Cr Osborn
Seconded: Cr Bardon

CARRIED

4. BUS¡NESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.1 THAT the Action List up to 18 May 2016 is received and noted.

Moved: Cr Osborn
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

5. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Cr Bardon declared a conflict of lnterest for ltem 13.6 - PA201610289, a
Development Application for a Single Dwelling at Unit 2675 and Unit 2679 (Apt 1 and
Common Property, 199) Doris Road, Berry Springs, Hundred of Cavenagh 1610132.
Cr Bardon stated that he is the owner of the property and the developer.

Gr Hunt declared a conflict of interest for ltem 13.8 - Planning Scheme Amendment
PA20161O290 Noonamah Ridge 1610134. Cr Hunt stated that Country Solar NT, her
brother's business and her place of employment, has had very early discussions with
lntrapac regarding solar energy for the Noonamah Ridge development.

Gr Hunt declared a conflict of interest ltem 13.11 - Development Application
PA.201610321 Mander Road, Holtze 1610137. Cr Hunt stated that Country Solar NT,
her brother's business and her place of employment, has had very early discussions
with the owners of the block of land regarding solar energy for the development.
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7

Motion to change the Order of Business

THAT Council change the order of the business to bring fonruard 13.1 1 to follow 13.8

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Osborn

CARRIED

6. PRESENTATIONS

Graeme Bevis, CEO of Council of the Ageing (COTA) NT was due to be in
attendance to present to Council on the work COTA NT is doing to raise awareness
to prevent elder abuse. United Nations has declared 15 June as Elder Abuse
Awareness Day.

Due to illness Graeme Bevis, CEO COTA was unable to attend, Councillor Osborn
presented to Council on the matter of Elder Abuse in Mr Bevis' absence.

PUBLIC FORUM
Quesfions and responses may be paraphrased and summarised.

Greg Chapman
Expressed his concern regarding Council's fire prevention /slashing program with the
long grass on road verges and fires around.

Response - CEO
Council has adopted a 10 year fire management plan which outlines a program of
works required to be undertaken each year on our road verges. Without the details
of the program in front of her, the CEO committed to provided Mr Chapman with the
details shortly.

Diana Rickard
Expressed concerned that the Litchfield Municipality does not have a rural seniors
committee. Ms Rickard also mentioned the loss of the hallwhich was, in the past, used
to hold senior activities and is now the home of the Vietnam Vets. Ms Rickard also
said that she resented being pushed into Palmerston (Palmerston & Rural Seniors lnc)
as an old timer.

Mark Lowe spoke on two matters:
1. Commented on 5.5% rate increased in the draft Municipal Plan 2016117 and the

rating structure, specifically that a significant number of people in the rural area
operate substantial business with heavy truck, construction work shops and
offices but only pay rural living rates on rural residential, just the same as he and
his wife do on their little block. Mr Lowe believes that the impact on roads from
the operations of these businesses with heavy vehicles, should be paid for by
these businesses.
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When is council going to start doing something about this, start getting tough?

ln reference to the 5.5% rate rise every year -since the government changed the
law about secondary dwellings there have been a plethora of secondary dwellings
being established on blocks.
People are renting them out for cash money, it's not for family, and it's out for hire
for cash.
These people do not contribute any further revenue to council, although they add
to the population, trash, road damage.
The last Mayor suggested that he thought the population of Litchfield Council was
underestimated by possibly 20o/o, gausing from the weights of trash going over
the weighbridges, Mr Lowe thought this figure entirely likely stating that we could
have potentially 2O% of the population making no contribution at all.

Why does Council not make a noise about this? I would like Council to have a
look into this a little bit further.

Response from CEO
Council's rating system is what determines what Council can raise from
properties and it is currently based on planning zones.

Council understands that a review of the rating strategy needs to occur, it will look
probably undertake this work in 2017118.

Marv Walshe:
Ms Walshe spoke about rating and dual occupancies on one property. Ms Walshe
said that she was keeping copies of all the properties that physically advertise in the
local paper as evidence that some properties are receiving an income stream from a
second house on the property.

Ms Walshe said that she would like to object to paying a rubbish rate on a vacant piece
of land when Council is making no effort whatsoever to collect rates from these
dwellings. This is especially a concern now that the NT Planning Scheme has stated
that the second dwelling on a property does not have to be occupied by a relative; that
it can be an independent unit. Ms Walshe believes that this has resulted in a steady
flow of second dwellings and is enormous potential revenue to Council.

Ms Walshe concluded by mentioning that during her term as a councillor, the Council
undertook some work in 2010-2012 on reviewing the rating structure but that this work
seems to have been abandoned.

The final matter that Ms Walshe spoke to related to Council's objective to ensure that
revenue collected from rates was below 5jo/o of total revenue.
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Response -CEO
It's a good financial sustainability goal for Council's to lower the reliance on rates as
part of Council's total revenue. This means that there is less a burden on ratepayers.

The ideal is to get more external grants to offset costs. Council's total revenue
comprises external funding from both federal and territory governments, fees and
charges and rates. The more revenue Council attracts from other sources (other than
rates)the more likely Council can contain rate increases at affordable levels.

Mary Walshe
Ms Walshe mentioned that the Federal Government has reduced Federal Assistance
Grants (FAG's) in the last 5 years.

Response - CEO
FAG's has been indexed reducing by about 5% in real terms each year however
Council has been very successful in securing territory grants (especially for roads) in
the last couple of years and we intend to continue down that path.

Lyle Hebb
Spoke to amended Agenda Papers at the last council meeting and asked that should
this occur again that Council provide a summary of track changes as people may have
already downloaded the Agenda. Otherwise it becomes difficult to follow, especially
when the Agenda is 200 pages or so.

Kvlie Tavlor
Spoke on behalf of Emma Sharp regarding the proposed rezoning of Noonamah Ridge
Estate and Council's response in its letter of comment to section K- the infrastructure
regarding the ongoing water quality and quantity monitoring.

Ms Taylor stated that there are a lot of people that feel that there is not sufficient water
to supply this whole development. Also there is the question of infrastructure, after
the event, is Council responsible for the water infrastructure, who will pay?

Ms Taylor said that she believed that Councils letter of comment did not strongly
articulate this concern and wondered what's Council going to do when all our bores
dry up, who's going to get our water?

Response - Council's Planninq Manaqer
Any reference to Council being responsible for infrastructure relates only to roads
and storm water drainage. Council has no responsibilities or control or management
over provision of water.

lf it is town supplied water through reticulated water systems then it is Power Water
Corporation, an NT Government entity.
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lf it's bore water then that's regulated by the Department of Land Resources
Management, which is also an NT Government entity.

Council does not have any responsibility for water, that's why Councils comments are
quite slim on those particular things because Council does not have any water
experts, Council has no control over the water management.

The Developer has provided their water applications which the Department of
Resource Management (DRM) is reviewing and Council has made two letters of
comment that has been through a couple of other council meetings.

The Developer has provided water servicing plans and there is an extensive amount
of detail in the applications related to that.

Council has focused its comments more on the things that Council can influence

Kvlie Tavlor
Who is responsible for when residents water becomes depleted, do we come to
Council?

Response - Planning Manager
The Department of Land Resources Management and the Water Resources division.
Council has no say nor any authority. However, Councíl to advocate on behalf of its
community and represents its concerns through letters of comment.

Kvlie Tavlor
Are those (letters of comment) avaílable to the public?

Response - Council's Planning Manager
They are available on past council agendas and the resolutions.

Lyle Hebb
ln relation to ltem 13.8 which is on the Agenda tonight -
"l appreciate all the technicalaspecfs in the letter which has already been submitted
on behalf of Council, but I don't believe that Council needs to confine itself purely to
thetechnicalassessmentof the Noonamah Ridge developmentwhich hasthe potential
to be the third largest city in the NT".

"What I'd ask council to consider is do you think that building the third largest city in
the NT at Noonamah Ridge is a really good decision when all proper planning prior to
this and only forced on the development consent authority by the pressure of public
suggesfs that Weddell is the right place for such a development?

I put it to you for your consideration that Noonamah Ridge development is not a good
idea, is not well located and while there is sorne concept that you don't support this, I
suggesf that Council goes further and says that you actually object to it, that you don't
support it and you think that there should be more planning and proper consultation
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with community abouf fhese type of developments and a better planning scheme
review for it."

Response - CEO
Council is considering this item later on the Agenda. Council has heard the strong
comments made here tonight.

8. ACCEPTING OR DECLINING LATE ITEMS

THAT Council accept the late report ltem 13.13 Memorandum of Understanding -
Council & Fred Pass Sporú and Recreation Rese¡ve Management Board
regarding the Governance & Acquittal of the $3M Northern Territory Government
lnfrastructure U pgrade Grant.

Moved: Cr Bardon
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

9. NOT¡CES OF MOTION

Nit

10. MAYORS REPORT

NIL

11. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES

11.1 THAT Council receive
Representatives.

the verbal reports from Council Appointed

Moved:
Seconded

Cr Osborn
Cr Wright

CARRIED

12. FINANCE REPORT

12.1 Financial Report May 2016

THAT Council receive the Litchfield Council monthly Financial Report for May
2016 Report Number 1610126

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Osborn

CARRIED
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I3. OFFICERS REPORTS

1 3.1 Budget 201512016 Review 1610127

THAT Council adopts the budget adjustments in the attached Table A of this
report.

CARRIED

13.2 EMP31266 and EMP31267, an Extractive Mineral Permit Application at
Section 5, 70, 219,220,1003, 1004, 1579, Hundred of Colton 1610128

THAT Council:
1. support EMP31266 and EMP31267, an Extractive Mineral Permit

Application
2. endorse Councils Letter of Comment (Attachment B), for EMP31266 and

EMP31267, an Extractive Mineral Permit at Section 5, 70, 219,220,1003,
1004, 1579, Hundred of Colton.
a. Should any access be proposed from any road owned by Litchfield

Council, Council requires information regarding the location of the
proposed access and construction of the access to Litchfield Council's
industrial standards. A Works Permit may be required from Litchfield
Council before commencement of any work within the road reserye.

b. Should there be any proposal for vehicles associated with this use to
utilise any Litchfield Council roads, Council requires a Traffic
Management Plan, including details of haulage routes, traffic
quantities and destination of materials. Additionally, Council may
require the upgrading of the subject road(s) to Council's requirements.

c. Council requires an Environmental Management Plan, to Council's
satisfaction. The plan should address, but may not be limited to: dust,
noise, stormwater runoff, containment of contaminants, flora and
fauna.

Moved:
Seconded

Moved:
Seconded

Cr Wright
Cr Osborn

Cr Barden
Cr Osborn

CARRIED

13.3 Road Closing - Road Reserve adjacent Stuart Highway Between Thorak
Road and McMillans Road, Knuckey Lagoo 1610129

THAT Council:
1. support the proposed road closure of that section of unformed road adjacent

to the Stuart Highway between Thorak Road and McMillan Road, Knuckey
Lagoon.
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Advise the public of this proposal and invite submissions in accordance with
the procedures required by Section 187 of the Local Government Act

Moved: Cr Barden
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

13.4 lmposition of Charges for street light repairs, maintenance and capital
charges in the NT 16/0130

THAT Council:
1. Agrees to the Northern Territory Government's offer on street lighting that

will see:
o Repairs and maintenance charges not commencing until 2018
. Council deciding and establishing arrangements before 2018 on the

manner in which it will dealwith street light repairs and maintenance
. Council taking ownership of street light infrastructure from 1 January

2018
2. Approves the signing and use of the Council seal on the "Deed - Streetlight

Ownership" between the Litchfield Council and Power and Water
Corporation negotiated on councils behalf by the Local Government
Association of the Northern Territory's working group, for the transfer of
street light assets from Power and Water Corporation to Litchfield Council.

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Barden

CARRIED

13.5 P42016/0087, a Development Application for Subdivision to Create 28 Lots
for the Purpose of Leases in Excess of 12 Years at Section 1508 (420) Byers
Road, Manton, Hundred of Colton 16/0131

THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
P42016/0087, a Development Application for Subdivision to Create 28 Lots for
the Purpose of Leases in Excess of 12 Years at Section 1508 (420) Byers Road,
Manton, Hundred of Colton, the assessment of which is summarised above and
reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Osborn
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

13.6 P42016/0289, a Development Application for a Single Dwelling at Unit 2675
and Unit 2679 (Apt 1 and Common Property, 199) Doris Road, Virginia,
Hundred of Cavenagh 1610132
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Cr Bardon declared a conflict of lnterest as Cr Bardon is the owner of the property
and the developer.

Cr Bardon vacated the Chambers at 6.39pm

THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
PA201610289, a Development Application for a Single Dwelling at Unit 2675 and
Unit 2679 (Apt 1 and Common Property, 199) Doris Road, Virginia, Hundred of
Cavenagh, the assessment of which is summarised above and reviewed in detail
within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Osborn

CARRIED

Cr Bardon re-entered the Chambers at 6.40pm

13.7 PA2016|0282, a Development Application for alterations and additions to an
existing shed with a reduced side setback, at Section 3063 (20) Thornbill
Crescent, Howard Springs, Hundred of Bagot 16/0133

THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
PA2O16|O282, a Development Application for Alterations and additions to an
existing shed with a reduced side setback at Section 03063 (20) Thornbill
Crescent, Howard Springs, Hundred of Bagot, the assessment of which is
summarised above and reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Barden
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

13.8 P42015/0763, a Planning Scheme Amendment Application to facilitate
development of a rural character estate by introducing an area plan and
planning principles, rezoning from Zone R (Rural) and Zone RL (Rural
Living) to a specific use zone, and amending various clauses to ensure
ongoing management at Section 5758, Section 5761, Section 5827 and
Section 507 (905 Redcliffe Road, 580 Alverly Road, Monaghan Road, and
800 Freds Pass Road), Lloyd Creek, Hundred of Strangways 1610134

Cr Hunt declared a conflict of interest - Country Solar NT, her brothers business
and her place of employment, has had very early discussions with lntrapac
regarding solar energy for the Noonamah Ridge development.

THAT Cr Osborn take the Chair for the duration of ltem 13.8 and 13.11
Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Barden

CARRIED
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Councillor Hunt vacated the Chair and left the Chambers at 6.41pm. Cr Osborn
assumed the Chair.

THAT Council endorse Attachment C, Council's Letter of Comment for
P42015/0763, a Planning Scheme Amendment Application to facilitate
development of a rural character estate by introducing an area plan and planning
principles, rezoning from Zone R (Rural) and Zone RL (Rural Living)to a specific
use zone, and amending various clauses to ensure ongoing management at
Section 5758, Section 5761, Section 5827 and Section 507 (905 Redcliffe Road,
580 Alverly Road, Monaghan Road, and 800 Freds Pass Road), Lloyd Creek,
Hundred of Strangways, the assessment of which is summarised above and
reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Barden

CARRIED

13.11 PA201610321, a Development Application for subdivision and consolidation
to create 4 lots plus 1 lot for the purpose of a lease in excess ol 12 years at
Section 4768, Section 5124, Section 5215, Section 5126, Section 5127,
Section 5131, and Section 5132 (883 and 881) Stuart Highway and (2,4,6,
14, and l6) Mander Road, Holtze, Hundred of Bagot 1610137

THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
P4201610321, a Development Application for subdivision and consolidation to
create 4 lots plus 1 lot for the purpose of a lease in excess of 12 years at Section
4768, Section 5124, Section 5215, Section 5126, Section 5127, Section 5131,
and Section 5132 (883 and 881 ) Stuart Highway and (2,4,6, 14, and 16) Mander
Road, Holtze, Hundred of Bagot, the assessment of which is summarised above
and reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Barden
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

Councillor Hunt re-entered the Chambers and resumed the Chair 6.44pm

13.9 PA20l6/0290, a Planning Scheme Amendment to introduce a dual
occupancy policy into Zone SD (Single Dwelling Residential)16/0135

THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
P42016/0290, a Planning Scheme Amendment to introduce a dual occupancy
policy into Zone SD (Single Dwelling Residential), the assessment of which is
summarised above and reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

This is page 11 of 19 of the Minutes of the Council Meeting held Wednesday L5 June 2016

S-,-B;Lo*-
MAYOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



Moved:
Seconded

Cr Wright
Cr Osborn

CARRIED

13.10 PA2016/0169, a Planning Scheme Amendment to make low risk/low impact
amendments to the NT Planning Scheme 16/0136
THAT Council endorse Attachment B, Council's Letter of Comment for
P42016/0169, a Planning Scheme Amendment to make low risk/low impact
amendments to the NT Planning Scheme, the assessment of which is
summarised above and reviewed in detail within the body of this report.

Moved: Cr Osborn
Seconded: Cr Barden

CARRIED

13.12 Risk Management & Audit Committee Meeting Report l6/0138

THAT Council

1. receive the minutes of the Risk Management & Audit Committee meeting
held on 11 May 2016

2. adopts the alternative Risk Management Framework as per 9.1 (2) of the
Risk Management & Audit Committee meeting minutes 11 May 2016.

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Osborn

CARRIED

13.13 Memorandum of Understanding Council & Fred Pass Sport and
Recreation Reserve Management Board regarding the Governance &
Acquittal of the $3M Northern Territory Government infrastructure upgrade
grant 1610143

THAT Council
1. endorses the attached MOU between Council and the Freds Pass Sports

and Recreation Management Board.
2. Appoint Councillor Barden as the Council representative on the Freds Pass

Upgrade Reference Group.

Moved: Cr Wright
Seconded: Cr Osborn

CARRIED
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14. COMMON SEAL
N¡I

I5. OTHER BUSINESS
Nit

16. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
The questions raised will be paraphrased and summarised.

Tonv Hardwick

Mr Hardwick congratulated Councillors on their appointment to office and also
welcomed the new CEO.

Mr Hardwick said that he had submitted something on the draft Municipal Plan to
Council in writing and asked about the process from here.

Response - CEO
The CEO explained that a report on all submissions will be presented to Council at
its meeting on 6 July 2016. The report will have some commentary on points made
in submissions and will include a copy of each submission. Council will then decide
at the meeting to amend its draft plan, or not, based on submissions.

Tonv Hardwick
Mr Hardwick asked about staffing and whether the CEO had appointed an Advisor to
herself? He also stated that he has always been critical of staffing in the Council and
that he thinks too many staff in the office compared to the number of staff in the field.

Response -CEO
The CEO informed Mr Hardwick that there were four vacant positions Council is
seeking to fill; Human Resource Advisor, Community Engagement officer,
Governance & Risk Manager and Executive Assistant to CEO & Mayor. Although the
organisational structure has been reviewed to ensure that Council has the right
people in the right positions to successfully achieve Council's objectives, these four
positions are not new and were vacant in the previous structure.

The staffing budget Íor 2O16117 is slightly under the staffing budget for this current
year 2015/16. More detail on staffing is outlined in the draft Municipal Plan 2016117 .

Mr Hardwick was reminded that he could make comment on the Municipal Plan
before 24 June 2016.

Tony Hardwick
Mr Hardwick stated that roads belong to everyone, visitors, tourists, everyone and he
didn't believe that rate payers should be paying for roads -'\tte pay fuel taxes, rate
payers are not the owners of the road, they just happen to live in the shire."
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Mr Hardwick also said that he believed that those levies paid for by developers
(collected for the purpose of a subdivision and to be used in that particular area) have
been put into a reserves fund, and that over the years Council have taken the money
and kept it and that Council hasn't met its legal requirement under its own policy (Policy
4e).

Response - Chair Cr Hunt
We do invite the comments on the draft Municipal Plan, so if you can write the letter
that would be great.

Tony Hardwick
Asked if the minutes taken at these meetings are produced verbatim, or just as Council
wishes to report.

Response - CEO
The CEO pointed to the wording on the screen which states that the questions raised
may be or will be paraphrased and summarised.

Unidentified female soeaker
l'm part of a rural resident's rights group and we do regularly object to planning
applications and it's really good to have someone like our planning person over here
to put some really succinct and well educated informed planning application because
I'm fully aware that Council does not have the planning rights. l'm aware that it's a
difficult thing.

But lwill agree with this gentleman (Lyle Hebb) here, that because it is Litchfield area
that a lot of ffiese things are in, that you will probably have to put a little bit more than
just the Councils jurisdiction. And going on that same basrs, l'm sure that the Planning
Manager rs responsible for the mining applications buf there is one thing that I have
been fighting for very strongly is to have the same kind of signs and things up for mining
applications as for planning applications.

I would really really like Council's support that be done as well, because in other sfafes
as you are aware there are things like the Planning Act that includes mining
applications as parf of planning. And even though Council doesn't have that
jurisdiction, it would help there would be some support for your community groups that
are fighting.

Marv Walshe
Ms Walshe raised the matter of Council's Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) and the
requirements of the Act to include a statement of the major initiatives that Council
proposes to undertake in the period (the four years of the LTFP) to which the plan
relates and an indication of the assumptions built into the Plan. Ms Walshe stressed
the importance of the community having a sense of where Council was going, for
example in relation to rate increases in the next four years.
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Response - CEO
The CEO explained that Council had for the first time separated out one-off new
initiatives from recurrent operational expenditure to provide a better understanding
for the public about how much the operations, year in year out, cost. The Budget
2016117 has approximately $700,000 of one-off new initiatives and an assumption of
spending approximately $250,000 each year on new initiatives has been carried
fonruard for the next four years in the LTFP.

Council intends to undertaken more detailed fonruard planning over the coming
months, to date it has not been in a position to understand the major projects for
coming years. A number of the new initiatives in the Budgel2016117 are planning
projects which will guide projects and works in following years, for example a 10-year
Waste Management Plan.

Ms Walshe's comments about how Council might improve the Municipal Plan are
noted, it is agreed that future LTFP's should contain greater detail. ln the meantime,
Council will review its Municipal Plan and see what detail Council can include.

Lyle Hebb
Mr referred to item 13.8 on the Agenda and strongly expressed his disappointment at
the complete lack of discussion debate or commentary saying that the item was so
important to the rural area for Council to be "rubber stamping" it through.
Rick Maddox
Asked what Council's position is as far as the Litchfield Subregional Plan and
Noonamah Ridge goes, and the relationshíp between the two?

Response - Planninq Manaqer
Council has resolved not to support either the Litchfield Subregional Plan or the
Noonamah Ridge proposal it their current forms. ln responding to both applications
Council has indicated its reasons why and included commentary on specific areas it
seeks to influence.

The Noonamah Ridge proposal (at the moment) is an application to amend the
planning scheme for rezoning and changes to text and maps within the NT Planning
Scheme itself. No development has been proposed as part of the application that
has been put before Counciltonight.

lf the planning scheme amendment (for Noonamah Ridge) is successful it gives the
Developer, the ability to then lodge subdivision and subsequent development
applications.

ïherefore, at this point in time there is not really an impact on Council infrastructure
or Council drainage that might need to be reflected directly in the Plan. The
Developer will then need to lodge subsequent subdivision applications which Council
will also provide comments on and at that point Council can start looking at potential
impact.
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Lvle Hebb
Sought comment on the proposed Litchfield Subregional Plan having no provision for
a development at Noonamah Ridge. "The idea of the plan was to consolidate and
confirm development in the rural area, the Noonamah ridge rs oufsrde fhose proposals
of the plan. I donT see how one can exist with the othef'.

Response - Plannino Manaqer
The Litchfield Subregional Plan does in fact call the area that is Noonamah Ridge as
urban and peri-urban development, and it does in fact already say that there should
be urban development, this is also reflected in the Daruvin Regional Land Use Plan
2015 which has been adopted.

Therefore, that's the framework in which Council has looked at the Noonamah Ridge
Plan, while the Litchfield sub regional plan is not adopted, the Darwin Regional Land
Use Plan is and it does show that as urban development.

Council's comments on the Litchfield Subregional Plan includes that Council would
have liked to see the Plan discuss why that area (Noonamah Ridge) is urban and
provide some more support within that document for the development of this
proposed town. We would have liked the NT Government to have provided those
assessments.

Regardless of that, the Danrin Regional Land Use Plan, which is the adopted
document that we must assess things against, does identify Noonamah Ridge as
urban land and the application itself is about 12 volumes tall and contains an
enormous amount of information including detailed background studies and technical
assessments indicating why the land can be considered suitable for urban
development.

Cr Osborn stood to speak

Council does not support the Noonamah Ridge development as it currently stands.

The community has gotten used to concept of Weddell. lt took us a long time to get
used to Weddell out here in the rural area and we finally came to accept it.

Suddenly we are confronted with another big chunk of the rural area being developed
into a semi suburban type of area with lots of little pockets within it that will be quite
close knit communities. Council has objected to that.

ln all the meetings that we have been involved in, in all the community meetings that
we have been able to go as individual councillors and as residents, we have
expressed our disappointment our dislike our non-agreement, total we don't want that
out here, we have brought this back to Council we have interpreted that within letters
that Council has written.

This is page 16 of 19 of the Minutes of the Council Meeting held Wednesday L5 June

T*e*ho'$^
MAYOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



Council's letter of comment said that it does not support this development in the
format that it is, but if it goes ahead, then Council wants to be in a position to influence
the outcome. That is why Council's letter teases out Council's preferences and what
Councilwould like to see occur.

"We have been told that it would go ahead anyway, that we don't have a choice"

Lyle Hebb
Stood to question some of those things that Councillor Osborn said

"You do have a choice, you do have a commentary, tonight was your opportunity to
put that and say that. I get the impression that someone in authority is saying to council
that you donT have a choice and its going ahead. Could council please share with the
members of the community who is telling you that you don't have a choice and that this
is going ahead? Because fhaf seems to subvert a lot of planning processes and a lot
of things, so l'm a bit concerned that someone in authority is telling you that it doesn't
matter what you do or say it's going ahead, and if that's happening then the community
has a right to know who is saying that."

Cr Osborn
"l'm quite happy to say I spoke to Chris Humphreys at the markets one of the first
times the people were standing atthe markets asking for comment and I vehemently
opposed the actual development and Chris said that it's going ahead and it's been
decided."

Tonv Hardwick
Expressed his concerned that council seems to have no role and that they are just
being dictated to by government. Council are the elected members and they should
have a stronger say on what goes on in the Municipality.

Response - Chair Cr Hunt
Council is working under the Planning Act. Council is not the Planning Authority

Council provides comment on the technical (planning) aspects of applications and
proposals and represents its community by commenting on applications.

Tony Hanruick
Decisions are being made for rural people by people sitting in town

Response- Chair Cr Hunt
Council's response to both the Litchfield Subregional Plan and the Noonamah Ridge
proposal are extremely detailed and comprehensive. This is because, despite not
being the Planning Authority, Council does want to influence the outcome.

Tony Hardwick
Mr Hardwick stated that he thought it offensive to the rural people that we can't rely on
our Council to make decisions for us, you are elected by the people.
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Response - Chair Cr Hunt
I repeat that Council is not the Planning Authority and Council is working under the
Planning Act.

Arthur Pickworth

Mr Pickworth reminded Council about Tasmania in the 1980s and the pressure brought
to bear on the Government in relation to damming the Franklin River. Government
should be aware of the sentiment of its people.

17. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

THAT
1. pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation I of the

Local Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be closed to the
public at7.18PM to consider the following Confidential ltems. The reason being
that the information is about the personal circumstances of a resident or
ratepayer.

2. Council orders that the minutes from the Confidential Council meeting held on
15 June 2015, in relation to confidential item number 17 .2 and 17.3 and
associated documents remain confidential.

CARRIED

Confidential ltems considered.

17.2 ConÍidential Report - Application for Rate Concession 10025948
That Council grant rate concession for assessment 10025948 for the remission
of interest to the value of $2,817 .54 lor the period of dispute 2O1O to 2016

Moved: Cr Barden
Seconded: Cr Wright

CARRIED

17.3 Outstanding Debtor Charge
THAT council write off the $46,776.69 debtor charge for the construction of
stormwater drainage infrastructure on Eucalyptus Road

Moved:
Seconded

Moved:
Seconded

Cr Wright
Cr Barden

Cr Wright
Cr Osborn

CARRIED
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THAT pursuant to Section 65 (2) of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of
the Local Government (Administration) Regulations the meeting be re-opened to the
public at7.24pm

Moved:
Seconded

I9. CLOSE OF MEETING

6:00pm Wednesday 20 July 2016

The meeting closed at7.25pm

Cr Wright
Cr Osborn

CARRIED

The meeting moved to the Open Session at7.24pm

18. NEXT MEETING

This is page 19 of 19 of the Minutes of the Council Meeting held Wednesday 15 June 20

{h"*B-Jh*-
MAYOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER




