
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE LITCHFIELD COUNCIL

HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH MARCH 2013

AT COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BEES CREEK ROAD, FREDS PASS

Present Allan McKay Mayor

Mike Bowman Deputy Mayor/EastWard

Victor Statham Councillor/SouthWard

Mathew Salter Councillor/North Ward

Terry Richards Councillor/CentralWard

Russell Anderson Chief Executive Officer

Derrick Tranter Governance Manager

Glen Roberts Property Manager

Sally Clayton Public Relations & Community

Support Officer

Aisla Connolly Acting Council Secretary

Public: Damien Ryan President LGANT

Tony Jack Vice President LGANT

Tony Tapsell CEO LGANT

Plaxy Purich Holtze

Gretchen Davis Darwin River

Wendy Gardner Acacia Hills

Roy Jansen Humpty Doo

Barbara Crane Howard Springs

Fred Munro Bees Creek

Christine Osborn Bees Creek

John Green Virginia

Patricia Crimmin Rosebery

Maerwen Taylor Bees Creek

Krissi Besic Palmerston

Helen Craig Virginia

Judy Cole Bees Creek / Virginia

Gerry Wood Howard Springs

1. OPENING OF MEETING:

The Mayor, Allan McKay opened the Meeting at 6.30 p.m. welcoming members of the public.
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2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Nil

3. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Nil

4. PUBLIC FORUM:

The President of the Local Government Association of the Northern Territory (LGANT),Mr

Damien Ryan, thanked Litchfield Council for inviting them to attend the Litchfield Council's

public meeting. Mr Ryan spoke on the role of LGANT and informed those present that two

members from LGANT are on the Australian Local Government Association Board (ALGA).

Topics discussed included:

? Constitutional recognition of Local Government and
? the tabled ALGA document titled, "The Case For Change, Why Local Government needs

to be in the Australian Constitution".

? LGANT's Strategic Plan that is online and what it focuses on. Also what indicators LGANT

reports against, e.g. transfer of roads.
? National General Assembly held in Canberra in June 2013

? Roads to Recovery funding.

? National Roads and Transport Congress to be held in Alice Springs after LGANT AGM

? Bridges to Recovery funding program.
? Commonwealth Grants Commission and Financial Assistant Grants.

The Mayor Mr Allan McKay thanked the LGANT representatives for their presentation.

The Mayor then asked members of the public to present their issues:

Mr. Jansen stated his disappointment in the 2013 Fred's Pass Rural Show not going ahead.
Ms. Gardner from C & W Gardner Amusements would like to note her support of the Fred's

Pass Rural Show, she has been supporting it for over thirty years. I would like to make myself

known to the new committee. Ms. Gardner suggested the show be like a Rural Lifestyle Expo

and include fundraisers for the community.
Ms. Taylor stated that the Fred's Pass Rural Show name is unique, Ms. Taylor informed those

present that as a O.uilter, she and other members of Quilters Down the Track put a lot of effort
in: entries, looking after the hall, there are a lot of disappointed craft groups who started

projects (to submit as an entry in the show) twelve months ago. In November the Board

emailed me to confirm that the show would take place on 17, 18 and 19 May 2013.
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The Mayor said that he suggested the name change to Carnival to gain interest in the Fred's

Pass Rural Show. The Mayor stated that he spent time at Shopping Centres speaking with the

public to gain interest on holding the 2013 Fred's Pass Rural Show and did not get any interest.

Mr. Munro informed those present that he has lived in the area for 32 years and within that

time has been involved in the show with school groups, Rural Little Athletics, the Litchfield Gift

(sadlyin demise)and on the bar. Why was the show canned? On what basis, is it in their

constitution that the Board can say no, the show will not go ahead for 2013? Numbers have

dropped off over the years, where are the books to show where the money has gone? We took

a lot of money over the bar.

The Mayor answered that the show has not made money for the last four to five years. If

Council had not provided a grant of $77,000and the NT Government had not provided $50,000
last year's show would not have gone ahead. The Board decided that they could not afford to

prop it up again. It was not profitable. It destroyed the Board over five years (which is a group

of volunteers). It was the Board's decision to take on the show, five years ago.

Mr. Green informed those present that (due to his relationship with lan McNamara)he had

taken the liberty to contact lan McNamara from Australia All Over, ABC Radio regarding the

2014 show. His Secretary advised that they would need something in writing, it is early but

there is a chance that he would attend and broadcast his show on the Sunday morning from the

Fred's Pass Rural Show. Mr. Green stated that as Mayor/Council you should not canvas the

community regarding changing the name, we elected you, you are the people, but I will say you

are mad to change the name, as it is so well known. The last two shows lacked coordination,

wood-chopping would be announced on the P.A. whilst utes were driving onto the oval for their

competition. It was rushed; I would not recommend a 2013 show at this late stage. The 2011

show was better than the 2012 show.

Ms. Judy Cole Member of the Fred's Pass Sport and Recreation Board informed those present

that the Board lost its path; they took up the community role of running the show instead of
focussing on their core business which is looking after the Fred's Pass Sport and Recreation

Reserve. Due to focussing on the show the Reserve Board lost it's funding from Government as

it did not spend it. Ms. Cole stated that the Board do want a community committee or non for

profit association such as Rotary to run it. Although would not recommend a 2013 show as

there will be a lot of construction happening on the Reserve within the next two months due to

trying to spend the funding from the Government before 30 June 2013.
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Krissi Besic from the Citizens for Action Group on behalf of the proposed Save Fred's Pass Rural

Show Group tabled a presentation, letters of support, and two proposals (rejectedon two

occasions from the Board)regarding the Freds Pass Rural Show: Thanked Council for having

them. Discussed the future management of the Fred's Pass Rural Show. I have received 550

signatures in one week on a petition and 600 members on a social media group. The Group

understand that it is too late for a 2013 show. They would like the show put in hands of the

community, establish a committee and become an incorporated body. The Council and Board

will be free from financial liability. We will commence planning for the 2014 show immediately;

we have already got sponsors on board and will engage with the community. There was a

break-down in communication between the community, Council and former organisers. The

show has a 34 year history. I request a formal response via email within 7 days.

Ms. Osborn advised Council that she had not received a response to the letter she submitted on

9 March 2013. MS. Osborn asked that this document be tabled and that it was emailed to all

Councillors but not the Mayor regarding the draft policy acquisition, disposal and lease of land.

Will the policy be discussed or decided upon tonight?

CEO Russell Anderson asked if her employer the Real Estate Institute had any interest in the

policy. Ms. Osborn stated no, it is of a personal interest due to the property beside her which

was one of the reasons that she purchased her property. The main concern being not

adequately canvassed in the community. The CEO confirmed that the draft policy was put in

the agenda and on the Councils website. The document was taken from Darwin City Council

originally as Councils share information. Council decided not to advertise in the NT News

(paper)as the document is an internal policy which acts as guidelines for staff. The process is,

the land would be surveyed and all neighbours would be contacted.
Ms. Osborn stated that she contacted the Council Secretary via phone asking where to find the

draft policy as I could not find it, after that call it appeared on the Councils website, although

not in the agenda area, in the area of ratified policies. Ms. Osborn went on to say that the draft

policy is long winded, difficult to read and understand, it should be simple. Community

consultation is not in the draft policy. Governance Manager Derrick Tranter confirmed that the

original Darwin City Council (DCC)policy had been cut in half to suit Litchfield's requirements as

a lot of issues that DCC deal with are not of concern for Litchfield Council. The elected

members provide me as the Governance Manager with direction on how large or how small the

policy should be, it provides a clear direction to staff,it is a procedural document. Council will

provide adequate advice to the public. Ms. Osborn asked if Council had identified a list of land

which it will sell. The CEO responded that there is no list of Council land to be sold. The

property next door to Ms. Osborn is freehold and zoned R, all the other properties are zoned
CN for conservation and drainage purposes. Also there is a map with drainage easements

Council own that can be obtained from the website or reception.
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Ms. Purich asked if this policy was related to the dead man blocks. Council stated no that is a

separate issue. Those properties have outstanding rates; Council will sell to re-coup the

outstanding rates.

Ms. Osborn asked if Council had budgeted for weed management of these properties, as the

Government gave the land to CounciL CEO Russell Anderson provided an example of
Palmerston City Council returning reserves to the NT Government as the Palmerston City

Council could not maintain them. CN blocks prevent maintenance, e.g. firebreak of one

particular reserve upset the neighbours. Litchfield Council budget is managing at this stage.

Mr. Jansen asked if a private person could manage land for recreational use; remove the weeds
on the CN land. Ms. Purich asked Mr. Jansen to contact her regarding how to commence a

Landcare Group which can get funding from the NT Government.

Mr. Gerry Wood suggested to attempt a one day show, a smaller event, to be held on the same

day as the rugby, markets and equestrian events with some amusement rides, and stated that

he likes the name Fred's Pass Rural Show. In relation to land sales it was a Darwin City Council

policy, he suggested that Litchfield Council state that the draft came from Darwin City Council

out of politeness. He contacted Katherine Town and Palmerston City Councils who do not have

such a policy. He can not recall when Litchfield Council last bought land, Mr Wood said, "I

suggest you keep your policies simple, don't be a carbon copy of Darwin City Council. Retain

our, the public's land on behalf of the community. When I was in Council we were aware that

this would be the first permanent change to this land, we made decisions that would last, and

we were looking 50 to 100 years ahead (visionary)to protect water courses. No-one else will

protect the wetlands, poor subdivisions, no control over. I suggest Litchfield Council be like

Katherine Town and Palmerston City Councils who don't sell that much land, Litchfield Council

doesn't need a hard to read policy. The sensible approach is to take each case on its merits.

The CEO advised that the Department of Local Government recently conducted a Governance

Audit of Litchfield Council and that the Council documenting activities passed. Mr. Wood

claimed that the staff numbers of Litchfield Council is administratively heavy. Councillor Salter

said that the municipality has urban development, abattoir, 20,000 residents, recycling,

slashing, cemetery and that Council must maintain the development. Councillor Terry Richards

expressed his concern that Mr Wood was wrong with his statements.

Ms. Besic, Ms. Gardner, Mr. Jansen, Mr. Munro and Mr. Green left the meeting at 7.50 p.m.

Ms. Purich asked if the Water Advisory Board was still functioning. Councillor Statham

answered that the people are still there although there is no activity, no feedback from the
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Government. MS. Purich stated that she appreciates that the intersection on Brandt and

Campbell Roads has been corrected; it was unfortunate that someone died first. Ms. Purich

informed Council that she loves the recycling that Council is doing and asked if there could be

more, such as advising the public that we recycle number 2 and number 5 plastics.

CEO confirmed that by recycling it is costing Council less as it has reduced the waste going to

landfill by 1000 tonne's. The current contractor holds a two year contract; the contractor

dictates what can and cannot be recycled.

Ms. Purich commented that the Howard Springs Waste Transfer Station looks good.
CEO advised that Council was successful in a grant application for waste oil storage/recycling
for the three Waste Transfer Stations.

Ms. Purich asked when the Howard Springs intersection would be finished. Mr. Wood stated

September 2013.

Ms. Purich asked if it is possible to report potholes via the website.
Sally Clayton, Public Relations and Community Support informed Ms. Purich that Council are

working on a new website which will have this option which will be a few months away.
Council have also trialled the Neat Street application which works well but is expensive.
Ms. Purich asked for each Council member to provide their view on the show.

Councillor Richards said that the show was not cancelled by Council, the Board decided not to

run it and asked Council to do it, Council said no it needs a facilitator for 2014, an Incorporated

Body; it's great, wonderful, that it is happening. Council will support it.

Councillor Statham asked how many Litchfield Municipality, Palmerston city and Darwin city

residents attend. Councillor Statham stated that he would expect that there would be more

from other Councils than our own. He would like to see it go back to a small rural show, costs

come down for families to enter and go on amusement rides, enter home-made cooking,

produce, flowers, etc. Insurance is expensive, everyone has less disposable income than they

used to.

Councillor Bowman stated that the Board who emailed the O,uilters Down the Track was two

Boards ago. A Council is responsible for decisions previous Councils have made, a Board is only

responsible for decisions made by the one previous Board. Five years ago the Board sacked the

Show Committee; the show has gone downhill since. Expressions of Interest were sought from

professional organisers to run the show, without success. The costs for a one day show would

not be much different, legal costs and insurance remains the same, set up fees are the same for

a shorter timeframe. Ms Craig stated that they had received a quote of $35 each stall for

$20million public liability. Councillor Bowman said to check that as the quote they received

was much higher. Sponsors will only put in what they will get out of it. To cover the basic costs

to hold the show, a one or three day show is the same cost.
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Councillor Salter informed those present that he is on the Fred's Pass Sport and Recreation

Reserve Board and has been for three years, it was a huge stress which exhausted the Board.

Fred's Pass Rural Show, Councillor Salter wished the Group a successful show next year.
Legalities involved in being a user group; power and phones. You have fourteen months to

communicate, fantastic! Would the current Board be in favour of a Committee starting up?
Yes. The Board is currently looking at its Strategic Plan, each user group cares for themselves,

and there is a need for one central board to look after the whole sporting area.

The Mayor said that he wanted to run the 2013 show, I'm all for it! It reflects on how the

community is going, pulling together and doing things together.

Ms. Cole informed the Committee that the Freds Pass Management Board registered the name

"Fred's Pass Rural Show" inc and hat logo -so anyone wanting to use the name and logo would

need permission.
Mr. Wood left the meeting at 8.20 p.m.

Ms. Crane asked if a member of the public wants a letter tabled to get it distributed via the

agenda to a larger audience what is the procedure? Russell Anderson stated to email the

Council Secretary "when discussed please table". Ms. Crane asked if that procedure be placed

on Councils website so that all members of the public know.

The remaining members of the public and the LGANT representatives left the meeting and Ms.

Osborn remained.

5. ACCEPTING OR DECLINING LATE ITEMS:

5.1 FR13/RG/085LI Howard Park Reserve - Installation of Donated Play-Gym.

It was resolved that Council accept the late item tabled being FR13/RG/085LIHoward Park

Reserve - Installation of Donated Play-Gym under the heading of Finance and Recreation

Matters item 11.1

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED
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5.2 PW13/DUMPS/OO1LIApplication approval to produce a waste education video

It was resolved that Council accept the late item tabled being PW13/DUMPS/001LIApplication

approval to produce a waste education video under the heading of Planning and Works Matters

Item 12.4.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

5.3 PW13/TRAC/001LI Review of Cemeteries Act

it was resolved that Council accept the late item tabled being PW13/TRAC/001LIReview of
Cemeteries Act under the heading of Planning and Works Matters item 12.5.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held Thursday 14'" February 2013

The Mayor called for confirmation of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held Thursday 14th

February 2013.

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held Thursday 14th February 2013 are

confirmed in full by full Council.

MOVED: M. BOWMAN

SECONDED: V. STATHAM

CARRIED

6.2 Overview of the Public Meeting (South Ward) held on Tuesday 5th March 2013

The Mayor called for confirmation of the Overview of the Public Meeting (SouthWard) held

Tuesday 5th March 2013 at Livingstone Recreation Reserve.
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It was resolved that the Overview of the Public Meeting (SouthWard)held Tuesday 5th March

2013 at Livingstone Recreation Reserve is confirmed with amendments by full Council.

MOVED: M. SALTER

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: Nil

8. DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND WORKS REPORT: March Nil

CEO advised that the new Director of Planning and Works will commence in approximately

three weeks.

Council noted this information.

MOVED: V. STATHAM

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

8A BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND WORKS REPORT -

March Nil

9. POUCY AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS:

9.1 PA13/CAM/002: DEPUTY MAYOR OF COUNCIL

It was resolved that Council appoints Councillor Victor Statham as Deputy Mayor for the period
from the conclusion of the April 2013 meeting untiî and including the meeting to be held in

April 2014.

MOVED: M. SALTER

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED
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9.2 PA13/LGANT/143 LGANT- NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, 16'" to 19th JUNE 2013

It was resolved that Council support the Mayor's attendance at the National General Assembly

of Local Government Conference.

MOVED: V. STATHAM

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED

9.3 PA13/CAM/060: LAND ACQUISITION, DISPOSAL & LEASE POUCY

It was resolved that Council laid the Draft Land Acquisition, Disposal and Lease Policy on table

for one month.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

10. COMMUNITY ISSUES- PETITIONS/REQUESTS Nil

11. FINANCE AND RECREATION MATTERS:

11.1 FR13/RG/085LI: HOWARD PARK RESERVE - INSTALLATION OF

DONATED PLAY-GYM

Council approved the installation of the donated play-gym on Howard Park Reserve alongside
the oval.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. SALTER

CARRIED
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12. PLANNING AND WORKS MATTERS:

12.1 PW13/LL/042: LIQUOR LICENCE - NOONAMAH TAVERN - VARIATION -

RODEOS DURING THE DRY SEASON - DATES 27/4/13, 22/6/13
10/8/13, 21/9/13 AND 26/10/13

It was resolved that Council endorse the application from the Noonamah Tavern for a

Temporary Variation of Existing Liquor Licence Conditions during the dry season for the Rodeos

to be held on Saturday the 27'" April, 22nd JUne, 10'" August, 21st September and 26'" October

2013.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: V. SALTER

CARRIED

M. SALTER abstained.

12.2 PW13/LL/043: LIQUORLICENCE - APPLICATION FOR WICKHAM POINT TAVERN

It was resolved that Council endorse the application from Sodexo Remote Sites Australia Pty Ltd

for a "On Licence" liquor licence for the premises to be known as Wickham Point Tavern,

located at 1235 Channel Island Road, Wickham Point.

MOVED: V. STATHAM

SECONDED: M. BOWMAN

CARRIED

T. RICHARDS AND M. SALTER abstained, A. McKay voted for.

12.3 PW13/PNC/169: PROPOSED NAME CHANGE/CORRECTION
FROM ALPIN ROAD TO APLIN ROAD

It was resolved that Council endorses the change submitted by the Place Names Committee of

the Northern Territory to Litchfield Council.

MOVED: M. BOWMAN

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED
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12.4 PW13/DUMPS/001LI:APPLICATION APPROVAL TO PRODUCE A WASTE

EDUCATION VIDEO

Council approved the application to be forwarded to the Environment Protection Authority for

the production of a video showing Councils current waste disposal operations and recycling

services.

MOVED: M. BOWMAN

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED

12.5 PA13/TRCA/001LI: REVIEW OF CEMETERIES ACT

Council accepted and endorsed the comments presented.

MOVED: T. RICHARDS

SECONDED: M. SALTER

CARRIED

13. MAYOR'S REPORT: MARCH Nil

14. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT: MARCH

The CEO reported that the Dog subcommittee had met and was working on improving the by-

laws.

Staff met with members of all the Councif's Recreation Reserve's Wednesday night and the

reserves presented their submissions for increased funding due to the increased costs to

maintain the reserves.

The Council failed to obtain two grants from the Minister of Local Government, they being the

legal cost at Cemetery and a new bore at Livingstone Recreation Reserve. The successful grants

were $80,000for a Master-plan for Thorak Regional Cemetery and $60,000 for recycling oils at

three Waste Transfer Stations.

It was resolved that Council note the Chief Executive's Report.

MOVED: V. STATHAM

SECONDED: M. SALTER

CARRIED
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15. URGENT GENERAL BUSINESS: MARCH

Arrangements for infrastructure briefing and bus tour were made; briefing 3.30pm Tuesday 19

March 2013 and bus tour 8.00am Wednesday 20 March 2013.

Arrangements were made for Fred's Pass Sport and Recreation Reserve Board to meet with the

Council regarding their strategic plan at 6.00pm Tuesday 19 March 2013.

16. NOTICE OF MOTION: MARCH Nil

17. QUESTIONSFROM THE PUBLIC GALLERY: MARCH

Ms. Osborn asked why the Laws for dog's flier Council have in its foyer states "A notice is issued

to the owner of the dog advising them they have seven (7) days to implement measures to try

to reduce the nuisance barking". It does not state what happens after that. CEO confirmed

that there is an anomaly, which is why there is a sub-committee is looking at improving the by-

laws at the moment.

Ms. Osborn left the meeting at 9.20 p.m.

18. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS: MARCH

Councillor Salter informed Council that a footballer at Freds Pass Reserve just received a world

record for the most number of goals kicked in a game, Council should acknowledge this, add

this good news story for the Mayors column.
Councillor Bowman commented on the Fred's Pass Rural Show; registered trade mark name

and logo.

Councillor Statham stated that the Livingstone Public Meeting went well.
Councillor Richards interesting 27 dog complaints, 4 major ones, there was not a lot we could
do because of a lack of staff members, I handled it by explaining that we are working on it and

advised the shortage of staff, they were quite good. I Received a complaint to increase the

speed limit from 60km to 80km Morgan Road, I am unsure on the amount of names on the

petition. Radford Road graded, belongs to Palmerston at this stage and lot owners on this road

should contact Palmerston Council regarding maintenance.

19. QUESTIONSFROM MEMBERS: MARCH

Councillor Salter asked for a standard agreement for Caretakers of Reserves. Diane

Chellingworth will ask Councils Insurers. Councillor Salter asked if the Howard Park Reserve

Constitution was complete. This has been completed. Is there a standard speed limit sign for

reserves? There is a standard sign, complying with Australian Standards. Is there a standard
format for all signs for all Reserves? No there is no standard sign for Litchfield Council
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Reserves, they all have their own logo's. Can Council assist the Reserves with cheap and

efficient websites? Can Council assist the Reserves with Grants? Aisla Connolly to provide a list

of available grants to Councillor Salter.

20. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:

ADJOURNMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING:

That pursuant to Section 65 (2)of the Local Government Act and Regulation 8 of the Local

Government (AdministrationRegulations)the meeting be closed at 9.30 p.m. to the public to

consider the Confidential Items of the Agenda.

The Meeting reconvened at 9.35 p.m.

4.1 ACCEPTING OR DECLINING LATE ITEMS:

4.1 FR13/CP/001Ll: SEALING OF NEW AND RESEAUNG OF EXISTING PAVEMENTS

It was resolved that Council accept the late item tabled being FR13/CP/001LISealing of New

and Resealing of Existing Pavements under the heading of Confidential Matters Item 20.2

MOVED: M. BOWMAN

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED

20.1 FR13/RWO/OO1: RATES REIMBURSEMENT

It was resolved that Council:-

a) Accepts the CEO certification to write off the outstanding debt, and

b) Approves the amount of $28,150.82be written off as per the Local Government Act

and Regulations.

MOVED: M. BOWMAN

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED
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20.2 FR13/CP/001LI: SEALING OF NEW AND RESEALING OF EXISTING PAVEMENTS

After discussion Council resolved to recall tenders.

MOVED: A. MCKAY

SECONDED: T. RICHARDS

CARRIED

M. SALTER abstained from voting.

21. CLOSE OF MEETING

The Meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.

22. NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY 11TH APRIL 2013

The next Public Meeting to be held at Howard Park 7.00 P.M. WEDNESDAY 24THAPRIL 2013

MINUTES CONFIRMED

112" APRIL 2013

.

OR CHIEF E TIVE OFFICER
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